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Who ſhall change our vile Body, that it may be 

ved Like 1 unto bis glorious Body, accord-' 

ing to the working whereby be is able 50 ub 
due all T bings to W 


AM led to the S of theſe Words, 
| on this ſolemn Occaſion, as they were rhe laſt 
Suben ſpoken from by that worthy Man, 
and faithful Miniſter of Chriſt, on Occaſion of 

whoſe Death I am called to this Service amongſt 
you; a Service I ſhould have declined on many 
Accounts, but that I would not appear wanting in 
any Inſtance of Reſpect I was capable of ſhewing 
to one, em I affetionately loved whillt living, 
and whoſe Memory will ever be grateful to me, 
as the Marning Breath of the balmy Spring, or the 
refreſbing Fragrancy of the moſt generous and rich 
Perfume; and had not the Reſpect I owe to you, 
Who knew, who enjoyed, who eſteemed his Worth,  - 
- weighed ſtronger with me, than the Incapacity- 1 
really feel to diſcharge this laſt Office to my Bro- |} 
ther, to my Friend, in the Manner I would win 
to do. 1 
His Thoug hes were directed to the Subject = 

þ have read to you, by the Death of two excellent 

Men, removed, ſoon after one another, from their 

Service to their Reward; and as the Occaſion na- 
1 turally led him, he only conſidered the Character 

given by the Apoſtle of our preſent Bodies, theſe 

- vile Bodies, theſs Bodies of our Humiliation, intended 


The Rev. Mr. hos ad Bayt, =__ the-Rovs 'Dr. Samuel 
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to erf human Pride, to b cbeck al. our preſump- 


tuous Confidences in any fleſhly Advantages, and 


to perſuade us more highly to value, and more 
diligently to perſue and cultiyate.the Health, the 


Beauty, the Ornaments, the Dignity and Happi- 


neſs of our immortal Spirits, that we may become 


mt for, and capable of a ſuperiour Life, and of inhe- 
riting the ſubſtantial Bleſſings of Immortality. And 


wich what Eloquence and Judgment did he treat 


the Argument! In how maſterly a Manner paint 


out the numerous Inconyeniencies of theſe earthly 


* Tabernacles! Every Eye was fixed, every Ear be- 


came all Attention; and if I may judge of others 
by myſelf, there was not a.fingle Heart remained 


cold and unaffected. Little did we think, that he 


was (as one who loved him expreſſed it) embalming 


himſelf with bis own Spices, and that what he then - 
ſaid was a Prelude to his Funeral. No] Great 
was the Pleaſure we all promiſed ourſelves from 


the latter Part of the Subject under his Manage- 


ment; The Change that ſhall hereafter be made in 
theſe humble Bodies by the Power of Chriſt, when 
he ſhall form them after the Pattern of his own 
| glorified Botly. 10 e ah 


But as it hath pleaſed Gop, in the” ſoreteign: 
"Diſpoſals of his Providence; 0 deny us this Satis - 


faction, it will not J hope be J adged i improper, if I 
endeavour, in my imperfect Way, to repreſent to 
vou this amazing Scene of future Glory, and the 
bleſſed Alteration that ſhall be made in our Bodies, 
_ when the Times of refreſhing ſhall come from the 
_ - Preſence of the Lord. And I do it with the greater 
Pleaſure, as I have the fulleſt Perſuaſion that our 


deceaſed Friend, who here dwelt in a Body of deep 


Humiliation, Which by its continual Pains and 
Diſorders was an almoſt daily Exerciſe of his Faith 
and Patience, ſhall hereafter ſhare in the Honours 
* this heavenly Change and pat on n the Garment 


of. 


C3) 


of à bleſſed Immortality. The Promiſes of the 
Goſpel heighten all the Pleaſures of real Friend- 


ſhip, as they ſecure the Eternal Welfare of thoſe, - 
whoſe Virtues were the Foundation of the juſt Ho- 


nour and Affection that we paid them, and give 


us the Proſpect of a much happier and more inti- 
mate Union with them, in Circumſtances of an, 


unmixed and perpetual Proſperity. 


It is an internal Mark and Evidence of the great | 
Excellency and Divine Original of the Goſpel 


Doctrine and Religion, in that the governing In- 
tention of it is to raiſe us above the low Intereſts; 
and Perſuits of a merely Animal Life, and calls us 
off from ſenſual Gratifications, and condemns the 
habitually indulging ourſelves in them as our Hap- 

pineſs, as irreconcileable with our Duty and true 

Welfare, and inconſiſtent with the Approbation and 

Acceptance of Gop. « The End of ſuch, the R 

ftle tells is, , Deſtrud7ion, whoſe God is their. Bell, 

whoſe Glery #5 in their'Shame, and «who mind earthly 


things, Chriſtianity inſpires a nobler View, gives 


more elevated and worthy Sentiments, and forms: 
thoſe who believe it into a Life and Conduct truly 
Divine: For our Converſati'n is in Heaven. The 
Original Word implies, Our City. The City, the 
Community, the Common- wealth, the Govern»: 
ment and Poliry, to which as Chriſtians we belong, 
is in Heaven. We are of one Society with the in- 


numerable Company of Angels, and the Spirits" of the 


Fuft made perfect, over which Gap is ſupreme Lord: 
and Judge; We are come to Mount Zion, and be- 


long to the City of the living God, the Heavenly » "oh 


rufalem,” from whence we alſo look. for the Sauiour, 


. the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to come the ſecond time 
for the compleat Salvation of his People; even to 


change theſe vile Bodies, that they may be faſhioned | 
bike 4 his own glorious Body, n to the works i 
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whereby be is able to ſubdue all Things to himſe > 
1 Expectation, that gives Life its my | 
Reliſh, that is the ſweeteſt Relief under all its 
Anxieties and Burdens, that creates Patience and 
| Reſignation under the 'acuteſt Tortures of Body, 
that takes away the Terrours of Death itſelf, = 
cauſes the ſincere Chriſtian deliberately, and in full 
View of all its poſſible Conſequences, to wiſh, to 
ray for, and even triumph in the Approach of 
it! Blessed S Saviour | We rejoice in the Certainty of 
this thy ſecond Appearance! O may we govern 
our Tempers and Lives by the believing View of 
it, behold thee hereafter in all thy Glory, be owned 
by thee as thy genuine and faithful Niſciples, and 
rtake of the Honours and Trivmphs f this awe· 
l Day of God. 1 


An the Words we have, | 
I. A Repreſentation of the great Honour and Ma- 

jeſty of the aſcended and exalted Saviour, He wears 
4 2 Body of Glory, or appears in Heaven m_ 4 glos 
rious Body, When he firſt came into our World, 
he took Part of our Fleſh and Blood, that he might 
become in all Things like to bis Brethren z had a Body 
of the ſame frail Materials and Contexture as ours, 
___ ſubjected him to Sufferings, Pains and Death, 


the ſinleſs Infirmities of our adi. 


| nl that he might know by Experience the Di- 
ſtreſſes of the preſent State, "th a faithful and 
"merciful High: Prieſt, and be more ſenſibly touched 
' with the Feeling of our Inſirmities. Rut when, after 
; his Sufferings were ended, and ſufficient Evidence 
given to his Apoſtles of the Truth of his Reſur- 
fection, he aſcended to.Gop his Father, he left all 
that was carthly, groſs and material behind him 
and putting off that humble Body in which he I 
dwelt and died, he aſſumed one of a ſpiritual and 
celeſtial 1 F as ſuitable to that high Dignity 
to 
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to which he was advanced, and that heavenly 


World which was to be his future Habitation; 

and was inveſted with a Glory worthy his 9 
Character as the Wok p of God, and his ſuperiout 
Dignity as the Lord both of Angels and Men. 


; 3 


His Condeſcenſion, in emptying himſelf of that Forms 
of God, which he poſſeſſed with his eternal Father, 
and in his Obedience to the Death, is thus am- 
ply rewarded ; and as be endured the Croſs, and de- 
ſpied the Shame for the Foy that was ſet before 
bim, he is now in full Poſſeſſion of it, being ſat 
down at his Father's Right Hand in ihe moft encel- 
lent Glory ; having over all, and in all Thin 
the Preheminence, he only excepted who 85 i 
tuted him Univerſal Heir; of whoſe viſible Glory 
he is the Shechinab, the Habitation and perpetual 
Reſidence, and in whom is ſeen refulgent & eſ- 
ſential Majeſty of the inviſible Gop; who, in the 
Heighth of his State, and the Splendour of his Ap: 
pearance, far exceeds thoſe Sons of . the Morning, 
the Holy Angels of Gop, who are repreſented 
bright and quick as a Flame of Fire; and is as 
riſen and exalted, in his united Character of Son 
of Gop and Son of Man, the Brightneſs of bis Far 
ther*s Glory, and the expreſs Image of bis Perſon, 
As he was firſt and greateſt in his Submiſſion and 
Obedience, he is made firſt and greateſt in Dig- 
nity, © far above all Principality and Power and 
Might and Dominion, and every Name that is named, 
not only in this World, but alſo in that which is 10 
come; and all the Shame and Reproach of his Croſs 
1s for ever done away by. a far more exceeding and 
eternal Weight of Glory. W 
Some Specimen of this he gave at his Transfi- 
guration in the Mount, when the Faſhion of bis 
Countenance was altered, his Face ſhone as the Sun, 
and his very Garments were white as Light, Such 


© Fpheſ.i, 21. 
1 he 


hb c 8 
be appeared to Saul, ſurrounded with ſuch an in- 
ſupportable Glory, as inſtantly ſtruck the furious 
ber blind arid ſpeechleſs to the Ground. 
Stephen alſo ſaw him in his exalted State, ftanding. 
at the Right-Hand of bis Father*s Glory. And the 
epreſentation given of him by Sr. Jobn, is ex- 
treamly awetul an San, who ſaw bis Eyes ap- X 
ear as a Flame of Fire, bis Face as the Sun ſbiue- 
ing in bis full Strength, and whoſe Voice was as the- 
Sound of many Malers; fo that the Apoſtle fell at- 
bis Feet as dead, and was reſtored only by his lay- 
ing his Right-Fland upon him, and commanding 
kim to live. And how truly Godlike will that 
Appearance be, when he ſhall come to Judgment, 
| inveſted with his great Father's, and ſurrounded 
= with his own Glory; when he ſhall be ſeated on 
bis Bed of Juſtice, his Throne of Righteouſneſs, 
as his Father's Vicegerent, cloathed with that 
ſubſtantial Form of God of which he once gene- 
rouſly diveſted himſelf, that he might be capable 
of becoming the Saviour of ſinful Men; when his 
faithful Followers ſhall ſee him, and rejoice in the 
Grandeur of his Majeſty ; when even the Enemiesof 
his Croſs ſhall behold him, arid call on the Hills 
and Mountains to cover them from bis Indignation, 
and ſhall at laſt be pilniſhed with an everlaſting De- 
frruttion from his Preſence, and from the Glory of 
bis Power. Tmagination is not now capable of 
forming any Conceptions, ſuitable to the Rea- 
lity of the Thing, nor is it in the Power of Lan- 
guage to deſcribe him as he is. It is enough for 
us to know, that the Weakneſs of his once mortal 
and frail Body is now exchanged for Power, his 
dying Body transfortned into an immortal one; 
that the Man, who Was without Form and Comes © 
ness,“ ſo as to have, in the pre phetick Deſcription 
of Him, none To defire him, now Wears a Divine 
« Tſaiah Uli. 2. 
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and Incorroptible Beauty, and is dear to Gop as 


his own moſt perfect Reſemblance ; that he who 
was once arrayed with the mock Enſigns of Roy- 
alty, and treated with, a thouſand Marks of .In- 
dignity and impious Scorn, is now inveſted with 
the real ones, ſurrounded with the Pomp'of Di- 
vine Majeſty, and hath all the Hoſt of Heaven 
for his Retinue, Admirers and Adorers. Thus, 
_ Chriſtian, ſhalt thou hereafter view him to thy 
_ unſpeakable Satisfaction. Such ſhall all they who 
ſleepin Feſus ſee him return, when the laſt Trump 
ſhall. awaken them out of the Slumbers of the 


Grave, when they ſhall leave their Bec's of Duſt, | 


and in the Morning of the Reſurrection ariſe to the 
Enjoyment of eternal Day, leave a polluted periſh- 
ing World behind them, ſoar up to the Man- 

Hons of Bliſs, and be allowed to dwell for ever 
with the Lord, O how pleaſing is the Foreſight 
of this important Event! How tranſporting the 
Proſpects of the Chriſtian Faith! With what Dili- 
gence ſhould we prepare for and haſten to this Come- 
ing of the Day of Goa! But 


II. What renders this Return of the olorified 


Saviour peculiarly deſireable is, that our Text 
aſſures us, chat theſe frail and mean and humble 
Bodies of ours ſhall then be changed, brought into 
a better State, and put on a much more arpiable 
and honourable Appearance, than they have in 
the preſent World. They are not to be wholly 
, and for ever loſt, but 70 be transfigured, or put on 

a new Form. Conſider here 
1. That Chriſt's changing theſe humble Bodies 
implies the Certainty of their future Reſurrection, 
and their being reſtored to Life from the Ruins 
of the Grave. Death is the Diſſolution of our 
bodily Frame, and reduceth it to its original Prin- 
ciples of Duſt; and whilſt it continues under the 
. Pawer of Corruption, ſo long we are under the 
- Dominion 
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the Inconveniencies of it. The Recovery of the 


reality the eine 


"RS 1 n 
| ies er Dich and muſt be ſubject to lt 


Body, as the Habitation of the Spirit; is the Re- 
ſumption of Life, and the Beginning of a new 


2 State of Human Exiſtence. 


The Philoſophy indeed of the preſent, as welt 


2s ancient Times, would fain perſuade us, that 


the Reſurrection of a dead Body is « Thing impoſ= 
Able, to which even the Power of Gop cannot ex- 
tend. But why ſhould it be judged impoſſible 
for that to be effected a proud Time, which in- 
difputably hath been done once, or more difficult to 
raiſe from Death a Body that hath once lived, than 
to give Life to a dead Body that hath never before 
Hived at all? The latter muſt be allowed, with- 
out recurring to downright Atheiſm, or the ſtupid 
Suppoſition of the eternal Succeſſion of the Life 
and Death of Individuals, or that a conſtant Se- 
ries of Objects, each having Beginning and End, 
can conſtitute a Duration without Beginning or 
End. For without this Suppoſition the Human 
Body muſt have been originally created by _ 
Power of Gop, and unleſs inſtantaneouſly {x 
into Being and Life by his Almighty wel 


which is the moſt difficult Hypotheſis, formed in 


its firſt State, according to the Scripture Account, 
a dead inactive Lump, and faſhioned and compleat- 
ed in all its Parts, ſo as to be fit for the Rece: ption 
of Life, before Life could be actually inſpired into 
it. And. therefore originally, the Human Body, 

when firſt animated, was really a dead Body raiſed 

up to Life; wherefore the raiſing it after Death 


can be no more impoſſible, than the forming and 


quickening it at firſt; for the Power that did and 


could effect the — is unqueſtionably capable of 
effecting the other alſo. The two Caſes are = 


And 


TG 


. 
* 


(9) 
And as the Reſurrection is thus poſſible, ſo 1 
am apt to think, that upon the Principles of true 
Philoſophy, as well as Divine Revelation, it is 
abſolutely certain, and that it ſtands connected 
with the Certainty of a future State of proper 
Rewards and Puniſnments. For whatever may 


be Reaſoned about the Metaphyſical Nature of 


the Soul of Man, and its Spirituality and Incor- 
ruptibility, yet this doth not at all alter its parti- 
cular Nature, nor take away its certain and ne- 
ceſſary Dependance on a material Body, as an In- 
ſtrument or Organ to convey to it proper Senſa- 


tions and Perceptions of Things. For 'tis evident 


beyond all diſpute, that though the preſent Body 
is in many Reſpects a great Incumbrance on the 


Mind, yet in many others it is of ſignal and con- 


ſtant Advantage to it; as it furniſhes it with in- 


numerable Objects of Knowledge, and introduces 


into it proper Subjects for Contemplation, Com- 
pariſon, forming a ſuitable Judgment concerning 
them, and from thence deducing Principles of the 


moſt important Truth, and right Maxims and 


Rules for a Religious and Moral Conduct. And 
as the Union of the Soul and Body is itſelf a De- 
monſtration in Experience and Fact, that the Soul 


is in its Nature fitted and deſigned by the Origi- 
nal Creator for ſuch an Union; it is alſo a farther 
Proof, that the breaking of this Union, or the 
. Diſſolution of it by Death, muſt ſo far be a real 


Diſadvantage to the Mind, as it deſtroys many 
pleaſing and valuable Avenues of Knowledge, and 
thereby greatly obſtructs and impairs, limits and 
{traitens the Exerciſes of its nobleſt Powers of Re- 


_ fieftion and Activity, and ſhuts up many ſources 
of deſireable and ſubſtantial Pleaſures. And there- 


fore whatever Arguments prove the proper Life 


and Immortality of Men, will be found alſo to 
prove the Probability, the Fitneſs, and Certainty 


of 


_ 


| ( 10 ) 
of a future Reſurrection. For whatever Exiſtence 
the Soul may have after its. Separation from the 
Body, and I think it hath ſome Degree of Con- 
ſciouſneſs in its ſeparate State, yet ' tis an Exiſtence 
in a State of Death; and was it ever to continue 
ſo, as the Bulk of the Heathen World thought, it 
would be in reality, if I may be forgiven the Abuſe 
of the Word, in a State of immortal Death, and 
by Conſequence incapable of proper Rewards and 
Puniſhments ; Diſtributions that belong not to the 
dead but to the living, as our bleſſed Lord plainly 
declares, when he tells the ee, in Proof of the 
Reſurrection, that God is not the God (i. e. the 
Reward and Portion) of the dead but of the living. 
And out of this State of Death the Soul can never 
emerge, but by a Recovery of it's former Life; 
and therefore not without a Re- union to an orga- 
nized Body, on which the peculiar Life of Man 
doth: indiſputably depend. But 
2. Though the Body or material Vehicle of the : 
Soul is to be reſtored by a real Reſurrection, yet 
Oh! how ſhall it be changed from its preſent 
Form! With what fignal Advantages ſhall it riſe 
to. the Participation of a new and incorruptible 
Life! The Son of Gor ſhall /rangſgure theſe vile 
Bodies, wholly remove their preſent deſpicable 
Appearances, and every Circumſtance of Diſho- 
nour and Miſery that attends them. Some of the 
Heathens reproached this Doctrine of the Reſur- 
rection as a mean and unworthy one, Celſus, an 
ancient Enemy of Chriſtianity, called the Hope 
of the Reſurrection of the Body, The Hope 97 
Worms, fit for none but Worms to entertain, and 
affirmed 1t unworthy of Gap to reſtore to Life a 
bead Carcaſe, as being viler iban the Dung.* The 
- ._ Objection 


+8 Matt. xxii. 32. 7 Avon TX@ANKAY e. Orig. 
Cont. Cel. I. c. $.14. Edit: Benedict. 
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Objection would have been more plauſible, had 
it been a Reſurrection of the ſame corruptible 
frail and mortal Bodies that we now wear, liable 
to the fame Inconveniencies; and expoſing us to 
the ſame Pains and Sorrows, Such a Renewal of 
Life would have innumerable Circumſtances to 
abate the Value of the Gift, But he either knew 
not the Chriſtian Doctrine, or wickedly miſrepre- 
ſented it. As taught by Chriſtianity tis a Doctrine 
reaſonable in its Nature, worthy of Gor, infinitely 
deſireable in itſelf, and one of the moſt ſublime 
that we can form any Conception of. The De- 
ſcription of it by St. Paul is truly magnificent, 
and worthy the Pen of one under the Inſpiration 
of the Spirit of Gop, Thus alſe is the es 11g 
of the Dead. 

1: It is ſown in Corruption. The Body is tor- 

roptible in it's Nature, and laid up in the Grave, 
all it's Parts actually tending to Putrefaction and 


Rottenneſs; and becomes even before it's Burial; 


on this Account, often inſupportable to all around 
it. But it is raiſed in Iucorruption, without any 
= or morbid Humours to infe& it, without 


eſh or Blood in its preſent State to waſte and 


conſume, without any Seeds of Diſtempers to 
weaken it, without any Principle of Mortality, 
or Liableneſs to Death. It ſhall then be no more 
that brittle, ſickly, diſeaſed; pining, painful, diſ- 
ſoluble Body that it now is. It's Ingredients ſhall 
be all of an unperiſhable Nature, arid the Building 
erected be ſubſtantial and durable, 4 Building of 
God, an Houſe uot thade with Hands, eternal in the 


Heavens, fit for the Reception of it's Immortal 


Gueſt, and above' the DUNE or nn of all 
future Ruin. 
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whilſt living many Marks of a Ib and abject Con- 


dition. Some of its Parts are uncomely and leſs bo- 


nourable. Its perpetual Diſorders, and the various 


Accidents by which *cis often injured, deformed, 


and rendered a Burden and Puniſhment to Man- 


kind, ſhew that *tis a poor and deſpicable thing. 


It is prepared for-and brought down to the Grave 
by ſuch Circumſtances as demonſtrate its Wretch- 
edneſs and Miſery, and when once laid level by 


Death, it ſoon becomes an Ohject of extream 


Averſion and Horror, and as loathſome to our Eyes 
we caſt it from our Sight, and give up the in- 
ſufferable Carcaſe as a Prey for the Worm to de- 


vour it. But it is raiſed in Glory. As recovered by 


the Reſurrection, every Blemiſh and Defect ſhall 
intirely and for ever be done away; it ſhall have 
no diſhonourable Parts, nor farther Tokens in it of 


a divine Diſpleaſure, nor any thing that can ren- 


der it an ungrateful Object to ourſelves, or cauſe 


Diſtaſte and Averſion when beheld by Gop or Man. 


Under Chriſt's reviving and repairing Power, it 
ſhall ariſe a lovely . amiable Form, be ſurrounded 
with an . honourable Luſtre and Brightneſs, and 
arrayed with-an heavenly Splendor that ſhall never 
fade, to cloath the purer, the fairer, and more 
glorious Principle that is for ever to be united 
to it. The Righteous ſhall ſhine forth as the Sun in 
the Kingdom of their Father,*  _ 

3. I is ſown in Weakneſs, The human Body 
is naturally infirm, made of weak and ſlight Ma- 
terials, wears out by Labour, corrupts by-Indul- 
gence and Sloth, is broken by Pain, and becomes 
feeble and helpleſs by Old Age: And when ſeized 
by Death is at once void of all Senſation ; inca- 
pable of Motion, Action, or any Kind of Opera- 


tion; defenceleſs, and wholly unable to preſerve 


1 Cor. xii. 23. F Matt, i. 43. 
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Jiſelf from the moſt vile, mean and contemptible 
Enemies; without Power to continue even in the 
State in which Death places it, or to eſcape an 
univerſal Diſſolution; without any inward Vigour 
to recover from the Grave, or reſume its former 
imperfect Life. But it is raiſed in Power; of 
firm and dureable Materials, well compacted and 
framed, not liable to inward Decays, the Shock 
of external Accidents, or the Infirmities of Years 
with all its Senſories and Powers quick, lively and 
active; renewed probably in ſome Meaſure after 
the nobler Form of Angels themſelves, for we 
ſhall be like Angels, ſo as to excell in Strength, to 
be capable of enduring Celeſtial Glory, to enter 
into Society with heavenly Intelligences, and even 
to ſee, to converſe with and enjoy Gop, whom 
no Man in his preſent State can behold and 
live. 

4. I is ſown a Natural Bedy; it ſhould rather 
have been rendered, It is ſown an Animal Body; 
like the Bodies of all other Animals, it was pro- 
duced by the ſame Laws of Nature, moves and 
acts by the ſame Material Principles, grows like 
theirs, is fed, nouriſhed and fupported by the 
ſame earthly and animal Food, hath Inſtincts, 
Appetites, Inclinations and Paſſions evidently of 
the ſame Kind, and ſubſerving the ſame Ends and 
Purpoſes of an animal and ſenſual .Life, and is 
liable to all the like Senſations, Caſualties and 
Wants. But is raiſed a Spiritual Body, wholly 
refined from the Dregs of Matter, cleanſed — 
every groſs, heavy, fluggiſh and inactive Mix- 
ture, faſhioned by the immediate Power of Chriſt, 
and not after the Manner of an earthly Genera- 
tion, not liable to the Variations of Increaſe and 
Diminution, not moving merely by Mechanical 
Laws of Matter, ſuch as we are now impelled and 
acted by, no longer indigent of our preſent Suſte- 
| nance, 
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nance, to more ſubje& to the Calls of Ap ppetites, 
biaſſed by Inclination, or toſſed by Paſſion; and 
in Conſequence freed from all thoſe dangerous 
Temptations to Sin, which on theſe Accounts are 
continually near us and ever within us; are the 
Trials of our Conſtancy, and need our daily 
Watchfulneſs and Care, 

And what is a farther Adranige ariſing from 
this their Transformation into Spiritual Bodies is; 
that as the Temper” greatly depends on the Ani- 
mal Conſtitution, many difagreeable Circumſtan- 
ces in it will be abſolutely removed, even all ſuch 


as ariſe out of the merely animal Craſis, and never 


more be a Foil to real Excellencies, nor diſtaſteful 


to thoſe who otherwiſe value and efteem us. 
Diſtant Reſerve will probably be wholly loſt, the 
unpleaſing Warmth and Eagerneſs of Converſation 
no more offend, the Impatience of Contradiction 


never render inſufferable, Haſtinefs of Diſpoſition 
and Quickneſs of Reſentment abſolutely ceafe, 
Peeviſhneſs and Fretfulneſs intirely be worn off 
with every other undue Ingredient of Temper, 
which in Reflection gives Pain to good Minds, and 
creates Uneaſineſs to thoſe about us. Religion 
will do much to mend theſe Diſorders of natural 

Diſpoſition, and truly pious and virtuous Perſons 
gradually ſoften and meliorate, as Religious Con- 
fiderations and Habits take place. But the Spiri- 
tualizing theſe Bodies will thorovghly eradicate 
them, and free us from every ſuch Root of Bitter- 
neſs, that now tos often ſprings up in us and 
troubles us. 
Add to This a Aber happy Conſequence of chis 

heavenly Change in our bodily Frame; the Ave- 
nues of — will be more open and exten- 
five,” the viſual Nerve will be ſtrong and clear, 
and every remaining Senfory more vigorous and 


Active. Pain _ Laſſitude, Waſte of Spirits, 


Decays 
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Decays of Nature, the Fumes of Indigeſtion, and 
all the like Imperfections of Nature, will never 
more retard, interrupt, and hinder our Perſuits, 
break off the Thread of our Inquiries, obſtruct the 
ſtrong and nervous Reaſonings of our Minds, cloud 
our Underſtandings, hinder our Perceptions, or 
lead us to form an imperfect or biaſſed Judgment, 
A Spiritual Body will be refined, pure, agile, 
active, always fit for Service, aſſiſtant to the rea- 
ſonable Principle, carry it from Object to Object, 
tranſport it from World to World, help it to 
penetrate into the remoteſt and moſt hidden Pro- 
perties of Things, to explore the Myſteries of Na- 
ture, and trace out ten thouſand thouſand Wonders 
of Creative Wiſdom, Power and Goodneſs, now 
abſolutely undiſcerned. Note we ſee but as through 
a Glaſs darkly: Then as diſtinct and clearly as 
_. thoſe who converſe Face to Face. Now wwe know 
but in Part, but then wwe ſhall know even as we are 
known." For Bodies thus ſpiritualized will enable 
us to endure even the Preſence of the eternal Ma- 
jeſty himſelf5 whoſe ſubſtantial Glory will not 
overpower, ſink and deſtroy human Nature thus 


faſhioned and. repaired ; to draw clear and certain 


Knowledge immediately from the boundleſs Source 
of Wiſdom, to bear the ſtrongeſt EMuence from 
his Fulneſs, and to receive the largeſt livelieſt 


Communications from his Goodneſs. By. ſuch 


Impreſſions, from the Brightneſs of his Glory, by 


ſuch - refreſhing Streams from that indefectible, 
permanent, incorruptible Fountain, eternally en- 
riching us, all the ſacred Diſpoſitions of Piety, 


and the Satisfactions atiſing from them, ſhall be 
confirmed, exalted, and brought to their utmoſt 


Perfection and Maturity. What pleaſing Wonder, 


what high Admiration will ariſe, from viewing 
ourſelves, when thus transformed, refined and im- 


| mortalized by the Hand of God; from ſurveying 
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the Objects which in this ſecond State of our Ex- 
iſterice ſhall every where ſurround us; all new, in- 
Finite in their Variety, and formed for our En- 
tertainment and Delight; and above all from the 
Contemplation of him, whoſe Power hath called 
them into Being, whoſe Wiſdom hath faſhioned 
them, and whoſe amazing Goodneſs hath brought 


s into fo near and intimate an Acquaintance with 


them! To know him as he will then ſtand con- 
feſſed in all his Works of Creation; to be let into 
the now impenetrable Secrets of his providential 
and moral Government, to find out the Clew of 
that myſterious Scheme that here often perplexes 
and diſtreſſes us, and to be convinced that the 
whole was the Contrivance. of infinite Wiſdom, 
conducted with the moſt perfect Equity, and cal- 
"culated for Purpoſes of the moſt ſubſtantial and 
diffuſive Goodneſs ; and that every ſingle Inci- 
dent was neceſſary to the Connection, Beauty and 
Perfection of the whole; and eſpecially to ſee 
every Difficulty in the Scheme of Redemption 
clearly ſolved, the eternal Purpoſes of Mercy ſet 
in the faireſt, fulleſt View, the Perſon, the Incar- 


nation, Sufferings and Glory of the Son of Gor, 


all manifeſted to our fulleſt Satisfaction; to be 
rendered able to account for the Original of Evil, 
and reconcile the Condemnation and final Deftruc- 
tion of thoſe that periſh, with all the acknowledged 
Attributes of the Father of Mercy; what Adora- 
tions, What high Acknowledgments, what chear- 
ful Praiſes, will ſuch a View inſpire ! How fer- 
vent the Ardours of Devotion be, when this clear 
Proſpect is before us! What warm Affection will 
ſuch a Scene of Things diftate! How cordial, fix- 
ed and enflamed the wy that muſt actuate every 
nobler Power and Paſſion of our Nature! How 
genuine, large and permanent the Gratitude that 
muſt dilate and n every Breaſt! With moe 
| ig 
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high Pleaſure will the Soul unite itſelf by the Ex- 
erciſe of theſe ſacred Diſpoſitions to Goo ! With 
what full Complacency, with what Firmneſs of 
Truſt, with what intire Confidence, reſt and center 
in Gob, as its everlaſting Portion and exceeding 


great 'Reward | How chearfully engage in every 


Inſtance of Service, whereby the Divine Glory 
may be promoted, and its own intire Reſignation 
and Obedience to Gop more effectually demon- 
ſtrated! The reaſonable Spirit, when united to a 
Body formed after its own Reſemblance, will find 
no Impediment to theſe Divine Employments, 
nothing groſs to indiſpoſe it for theſe heavenly 
Exerciſes, or make it complain of the Fa- 
tigue or Burthen of them; in a word, no ſingle 
Circumſtance to prevent its neareſt Acceſs to Gop, 
or its full Perfection and Conſummation in his 


Image and Likeneſs. Then ſhall we be, in the 


nobleſt Senſe, Holy as Gad is Holy, and Perfect 
even as our Father which is in Heaven is Perfect. 
And is this the low, the grovelling, the ſordid 
Hope of Worms] Is this a Proſpect unworthy of 
and diſhonourable to the Human Nature] Is the 
raiſing, the gratifying ſuch an Expectation. be- 
neath the Majeſty of Gop, unſuitable to his ſpot - 
leſs Purity, or unbecoming the Views and Pur- 
poſes of his moral Government, and unchangeable 
Goodneſs ? Can the Imagination of Man form to 
Itſelf an higher Scene of Dignity and Bliſs ?. Doth 
not ſuch a Change. of Form illuſtrate the Power, 
and diſplay the Benevolence of that Firſt and Beſt 
of Beings ? Is there any Thing we can wiſh be- 
yond it? Any Thing that can more eſſentially 
contribute to the Honour of our Nature, or the 
Security and Eſtabliſhment'of our Welfare? Let 
me, however; add 8 1 0 

III. What the Text expreſsly declares, and 
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that theſe humble Bodies ſhall not only be thus 
' changed, but faſhioned like to the glorious Body of 
Chriſt, or made in the ſame Form with the Body of 
his Glory, that. as we have borne the Image of the 
Eqrthly, we alſo ſhall bear the Image of the Heaven- 
Y; and though it doth not yet fully appear what ue 
hereafter hall be, yet this wwe know, that when be 
who- is our Life ſhall appear, we ſhall be like him, 
for we ſhall ſee him as he is, He, as the eldeſt 
Son, and Heir of all Things, is the moſt perfect 
Image and Reſemblance of his Father, whoſe eſ- 
. ſential Glory is all expreſſed in him, and in whom 
all the Treaſures of Divine Perfection unite, and the 
.  Fulneſs of Deity bodily, i. e. ſubſtantially red. We 
as Children of the ſame Father ſhall have our 
Share from his Bounty and Affection, and as Bre- 
thren with Chriſt wear his Image, and be changed 
into it from Glory to Glory. 19 
The whole Mediatorial Character of our bleſſed 
Saviour hath a plain and certain Relation to, and 
Influence upon all his faithful Followers. His 
Life of Obedience was for an Example to us, how 
to live ſo as to pleaſe Gor, His Death was to put 
' an end to Sin by tbe Sacrifice of himſelf, and. to in- 
troduce everlaſting Righteouſneſs, and eſtabliſh our 
Hopes in 8 7 2 of Gop. His Reſurrection 
from the Dead was not merely to ſecure himſelf 
of his promiſed Re ward, but to be a ſenſible Proof 
of a future State, to inſpire us with the Hope of 
Triumph over Death; and to be the Pledge of our 
Reſurrection by his Almighty Power. His Al 
cenſion into Heaven was to engage us to have our 
Converſation there, and to prepare thoſe Manſions 
of Bliſs for our final Reception into them. The 
Change of that mortal Form in which he ap- 
d in the Days of his Humiliation, upon his. 
Aſcenſion to the Right-Hand of /Gop, and the 
amazing Glory that now ſurrounds him in his 
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that he might become the Pattern of that Altera- 
tion which our Bodies ſhall hereafter undergo, 
and to aſſure us that we ſhall be changed into his 
own” Reſemblance, and be thus prepared for an 
everlaſting Union with him 1 in his heavenly King 
dom. 
Mean and humble as our preſent Condition is, 
whatevee Marks of Shame and Diſgrace we now 
carry, though our Forms have a thouſand Cir- 
cumſtances to mortify us, whatever be the Pains 
and Agonies that diſtreſs us, though we find our 
Bodies every Day decaying. ſinking and drawing 
nearer to the Diſſolution: of the Grave; yet let 
thy Heart, Chriſtian, rejoice, and thy Spirit exult 


for Joy. Thy Redemption is ſure. The Day of 


the Lord ſhall- do away all thy Diſhonours.. In 
a Moment, in the Twinkling of an Eye, at the laſh 
Trump, the Dead in Chriſt ſhall be raiſed. We fha's 
be changed. This Corruptible muſt put on Incorrup- 
tion, and this Mortal ſhall be cloathed with Immor= 
tality. - We ſhall behold the Face of the Son of 
Gop, our Eyes ſhall ſee the living Redeemer in- 
veſted with that Glory which the Father gave him from 
before the Foundation of the World, we ſhall receive 


the ſtrongeſt Impreſſions of it upon ourſelves, and 


reflect back the pleaſing Luſtre, which ſhall be 


laſting as our Natures, becauſe eternally: ſupport | 


by his Preſence and continued Favour. 

It is a noble Reſemblance that the faithful Fol- 
lowers of the bleſſed Jeſus bear to him in the pre- 
ſent World, as they are Partakers of his Spixit, 
as the ſame ſacred Diſpoſitions in ſome good Mea- 
{ure poſſeſs and influence them; as they live in the 
habitual Exerciſe of the ſame exalted Graces, the 
ſame Love of and Reverence for Gop, the ſame 
Zeal for his Glory and Pleaſure in his Work, the 
lame Reſignation to his Providence and Submiſ 
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g fon to his Will, the ſame Faith in his Power, and- 
Truſt in his Promiſes, Faithfulneſs and Goodneſs, 
and the ſame divine Benevolence and Charity to- 
wards Men; and as theſe holy Principles produce 
in them the ſame excellent Fruits that appeared 
on him, and excite them to the habitual Practice 
of the ſame amiable and uſeful Virtues. By their 
Faith and Hope in him, they learn to purify them- 
ſebves as be is pure, and become Partakers of a Di- 
vine Nature, in Knowledge, Righteouſneſs, and true 
Holineſs. And this Conformity to him in moral 
Rectitude, in Dignity of Temper, and Worth of 
Behaviour, is a ſure Evidence and Pledge of their 
reſembling him hereafter in his exalted State, and 
being glorified together with bim in the e 
Kingdom. 

"The Deſcription of their gane undd is, 
that #he Wiſe ſhall ſhine as-the Brightneſs of the- 
Firmament, that the Righteous ſhall wear 2 Crows 
of &lory that fades not away,and'be cloath*d withwhite 
Robes, i. e. Robes of reſplendent Light, by which 
they ſhall be diſtinguiſhed from the unbelieving, 
impious, and irreclaimably wicked Part of Man- 
kind; and receive the full Demonſtration of their 
| being the Children of Gop, and Cobeirs with 
Crit 'of the beavenly Inheritance, As they are 
Citizens of Heaven, and their everlaſting Dwell- 
ing is allotted them there by the immutable Pur. - 
| poſe of Gop, and as the great End of our Lord's 
Interceſſion'is more effectually to ſecure them their 
Inheritance in this happy World, theſe corruptible 
Bodies muſt be put off, for Corruption cannot in- 
herit — An earthly Body, compoſed 
of ſuch vile Materials, is incompatible with an 
Heavenly State, and there would be too great a 
Diſparity between” the Children of the ſame Fa- 
* * the Maſter 1 * due the 
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Saviour and his redeemed ones, was he to appean 
in all the - Brightneſs of celeſtial Glory, and 
they to be for ever confined to theſe inglorious and 
(comparatively) deſpicable Forms, He indeed 
will in all Things have the Prebeminence, as be- 
comes his nearer Relation to Gop his Father, and 
the infinitely ſuperiour Dignity of his Nature and 
Perſon, and ſhine forth · with that full Majeſty. of 
divine Glory, which can never belong to infe- 
rior earthly Beings. But that the Merits of his 
Obedience on Earth may appear in their full 
Worth, and his Redemption of his peculiar, Peo- 
ple may be in all things compleat; that his Love 
to his Followers may want no Proof, and his Af- 
fection for them receive the fulleſt Demonſtration 
that he may be confeſſed as the nobleſt, brighteſt, 
lovelieſt Image of his eternal Father's Benevolence 
and Grace; all who are now his genuine Diſciples, 
by embracing his Doctrines, by a Participation of 
his Temper, and expreſſing in their Lives the 
Virtues he taught and practiſed, ſhall be finally 
raiſed by his Almighty Power from the Domi 
nion of Death, and be entirely reſcued from every 
Thing mortal, become in their whole Conſtitu- 
tion heavenly, as the ſecond; Man, the Lord from; 
Heaven, be allowed to ſhare. ini the Splendours of 
his Glory 3 and I can ſay; no more when I have 
added, ſhall want nothing, that his Intereſt in his 
Father's Love can procure, his Power can effect, 
or his Goodneſs beſtow, to render them perieGis 
glorious and bleſſed as himſel. 

The Tenderneſs of natural Affection, ood the | 
Love we juſtly. bear to wiſe, and good, and uſe- 
ful Perſons; the Pleaſure we promiſe / ourſelves, 
from their Continuance with us, and the Expecta- 

tions we form of their being longer ſerviceable in 
the Stations in which Gop 9 x" them; all. 
| conſpire to make us who ſurvive, to regret their 
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| Rettioval from us by Death; and tho? we believe 
with fulleſt Aſſurance all theſe Advantages of 
their future Change, that I have but feintly re- 
preſented to you, yet we cannot help feeling our 
gn Loſs, and lamenting the Loſs of the World 
in general, when Men of ſuperior Worth and di- 
ſtinguiſbed Abilities are taken from the midſt of us. 
There is indeed a Kind of ſilent mournful Pleaſure, 
that ariſes from the Recollection of thoſe Excel- 
lencies they poſſeſſed whilſt living, of their Signi- 
ficancy'in the World, of the Fidelity and Honour 
with which they filled up their Stations, of the 
Good they did, — Reputation they gained, and 
the high Eſteem and deſerved Affection their 
Abilities, Virtues and Uſefulneſs ſecured them. 
The Characters that Men ſuſtain in private Life, 
the Relations of Huſband, Father, Maſter 
and Friend, which Nature and Providence have 
placed them in, when they have cultivated the 
Diſpoſitions peculiar to them, and their Be- 
haviour hath been in the main anfwerable to the 
Obligations reſulting from them; the Remem- 
brance of them excites a Kind of ſolemn, ſerious, 
melancholy Satisfaction, which though mixed 
with Anguiſh, yet at the ſame time, in n — 
rees, refreſhes and delights us. 
When, beſides this, they have ſhone in eb 
Fier tranſacted Affairs of national concern with 
Integrity and Wiſdom, executed with Fidelity 
the moſt important Truſts; when the Huſband, 
the Father, the Friend hath been a Bleſſing to 
his Coumtry, a real Patriot, a Support of Liberty, 
and a prudent and generous Aſſertor of the Rights 
and Privileges of Mankind; when the Minds 
of ſurviving Relatives can attend to theſe Con- 
fiderations, they, for a Seaſon, beguile them out 
of all their Anguiſh; and render them n 
= yr Sorrows ariſing from EE Death. 94 
The 
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The Character of a Preacher of Righteouſneſh 
is, in its Nature, an honourable one; and when 
I am ſpeaking to you, I know I am ſpeaking to 
thoſe, by whom that ſacred Office is far from be- 
ing thought unneceſſary and contemptible. And 
though the Removal of ſuch a one, and the 
Silence impoſed on him by Death is a common 
Loſs, yet the Remembrance of his paſt Services, 
and his Concern for, and diligent Care to promote 
the Salvation of thoſe, who were the immediate Ob- 
jects of his Inſpection, will be a grateful Entertain- 
ment to them, and in ſome thoughtful Moments of 
their Lives furniſh them with the moſt agreeable Re- 
flections. When the Imagination ſuggeſts: How 
did he reign and triumph in ſuch an Argument, 
how ſtrong, how finely painted was this and the 
other Deſcription, how perſpicuous and nervous was 
his Reaſoning on ſuch a Subject; what Seriouſ- 
neſs and Warmth enlivened his Exhortations to 
Piety and Virtue, how convincing and powerful 
did the Motives to Religion appear to the Mind 
when he enforced them; how ſenſible was I made 
of ſuch a Defect of Temper, ſuch an Error of 
Conduct, by his Fidelity in warning me of my Sin 
and Danger; how did Go recover me from my. - 
Deviations from the Path of Duty, reduce my 
wandering. Steps into the Way of Safety, convey 
into my Mind the cleareſt Sentiments of divine 
Truth, help me to form and fix my Principles, 
eſtabliſh and confirm my beſt Reſolutions, ſettle 
and eſtabliſn my nobleſt Diſpoſitions, and open 
my Soul, by his Miniſtry, to the pureſt and moſt 
valuable Satisfactions ! I ſay, when theſe Thoughts 
are ſuggeſted and revived, and the ſolid Advantages 
wie received from his Miniſtry renew the Me- 
mory of his living Worth; it is hard to ſay” 
which of the two exceeds, the Pleaſure that ſomes. 
times ariſes from the Recollection of what he once 
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think that tous he is now no more; a Pain that in 
ſome Inſtances would admit of almoſt no Allevia- 


tion, were it not for the Aſſurances of true Reli- 


gion, which teaches us to commit their Bodies to 


the Grave, with the ſure Expectation of their fu- 
ture Reſurrection, and that hey who turn many 10 
Righteouſneſs, Hall fone as the Stars for ever and 


eder ; and that we, whom they built up in Know- 
ledge, Faith, Holineſs and Comfort, ſhall be ad - 


mitted to an eternal Union and Friendſhip with 
them, when both they and we ſhall. be reſtored: ta 


Life and Immortality, in Circumſtances unſpeaks 
ably honourable and happy to us all. 

It is impoſſible ybu ſhould be i ignorant, to whom 
to apply the Characters I have laſt mentioned; or 
that any one of you who knew the Worth of your 
late able and excellent Paſtor, the Rev. Mr. George 
Smyth, ſhould not have his Thoughts immediately 
fixed on him, who was a Credit to our Intereſt; 
an Honour to the Miniſtry in general, and a Bleſs- 


ing to the Church of Gop; who by extraordis 


nary Talents was in a peculiar Manner furniſhed 
for the ſacred: Service he engaged in, and chear- 
fully and faithfully” employed them all for his 


Maſter's Honour, and promoting the Intereſt of 


his Kingdom; in the Succeſs and Prevalence of true 
Religion and Virtue, 
He was born of worthy ade reputable Parents, 


and his Father was well known as a Man of diſtin- 
guiſhed good Senſe, arid ſeveral times heard with 
the greateſt Regard, on Subjects of —— 

before the N e and moſt 10NOL | 


blies. 91 

Ae ** of a ſerious Diſpoſition at his carlieft 

Youth. rew up with him, from the 

Begin ing co . is Lie fe mech into Habit and 
-T * 
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as, or the Pain we feel at other Times, when we 
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Temper z and he was one of thoſe, the Bent of 
whoſe Minds is turn*d to Gop in Reality, without 
their being able to fix the exact Period, or aſſign 
the Date of that happy Converſion eſcaping all 
the remarkable Follies and Corruptions of Youth, - 
and paſſing thro* the whole of Life without any 
Taint or Infection from the profligate Princi res 
and Manners of the Times he lived in; 

As his Deſignation for the Miniſtry was ends, 
his Education for it was liberal. The firſt Care of 
his Parents was to lay the Foundation of real Piety, 
as an eſſential Requiſite to his future Uſefulneſs, 
And as Gop ſucceeded them in this, he proſper' d 
them alſo in their farther Endeavours to furniſh 
him with all the additional Qualifications of Know- 
ledge and Learning, withour which the Station he 


was intended for can never be ſupported with Re»: 


putation and Dignity. 

He diſcover'd a ſtrong Diſpoſition for Study 
from his firſt Part of Life, and was of ſo extraordi- 
nary a Capacity, and had made ſuch quick Im- 
provements, that he was able to read Greek before 
he was nine Years of Age. From the School he 


went on to higher Perſuits; and received his firſt 


Inſtructions in the nobler Sciences under Dr. Kerr; 


afterwards from thoſe learned Divines, Spademan, 


Lorimer, and Oldfield from them he removed to 
Scotland,where he ſpent two Tears, and received the 
firſt Degree that Univerſities beſtow," as an Encou- 
ragement to Youth to apply to their Studies, and 
advance in Learning. After this he ſpent a con- 
ſiderable Time in Holland, under ſome of the moſt 
able Profeſſors there, and brought home with him 
a rich Furniture of Knowledge, which by receiving 


conſtant Additions by daily Application and con- 


tinued Reading, render'd him an uſeful Compa- 


nion, an ae Friend, and an *alle Nate 
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is firſt fixed Service was amongſt you of this 
Congregation, a Service originally divided between 
the late Rev. Mr. Daniel Mayo and himſelf, and 
which afterwards wholly devolved on him; in 


. . Which he continued with great Acceptance, and 1 


hope in Gop (for your Sakes) with abundant Suc- 
ceſs, till Gop kindly removed him from his Pains 
and Labours, and gave him his Diſmiſſion to eter- 
nal Reſt and Peace. He was called amongſt you 
when about 27Years of Age, in 1716, at the Cloſe 
of which he was ordained to the Paſtoral Office, 
in the moſt ſolemn Manner, and in as large an Aſ- 
| ſembly in the Old. Fewry, London, as I believe ever 
— together on ſuch an Occaſion; an Occaſion I 
hope 1 ſhall never forget, as I had the Honour of 
being then ſet apart with him to the Miniſtry of 
our common Lord. The Gentlemen who lately 
' choſe him to be one of the Tueſday Lecturers at 
Salters-Hall, paid a Compliment to their own 
Judgment, at the ſame time thar they ſhewed an 
Inſtance of deſerved Reſpect to him. Had it pleaſed 
So to have ſpared him longer amongſt us, he 
would have been a great Addition to the Credit and 
Proſperity of that Lecture, and I think one of the 
\ beſt Models by which our younger Miniſters could 
have learnt to have form*d themſelves, and become 
(what I wiſh them) ſerious, Pane, and uſeful 
Preachers. 
__ His Continuance amongſt you hath been of near 
30 Years ſtanding ; and I believe I may call all of 
; _ to witneſs, that his Converſation hath always 
been becoming the Guſpel of Chriſt, and that he be- 
baved bolily and juſtly, and unblameably, amongſt you 
that believe; being continually reſident on his 
Charge, and labouring amongſt you in Seaſon and 
| 22 Seaſon, nor ever backward to any Service or 
Labour of Love, whereby he might promote your 
Spiritual Advantage, or hel 15 forward your Joy. 


His 
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His Sentiments in Religion, and the Principles 


of Chriſtianity he had ſettled in his own Mind, 


were not the Effect of Party Attachment, not 
drawn from natrow and contracted Syſtems, not 
haſtily taken up from an imperfect academical _ 
Education, nor embraced under the Influence of hu- 


man Authority, No; they were the Fruits of 


hard Study, great Learning, long Enquiry, a 


| thorough Examination and critical Knowledge of 


the ſacred Scripture, By theſe he formed, his 
Judgment, and fixed his Qpinions, and was here- 
by enabled effectually to explain, illuſtrate and 
confirm the Doctrines of Revelation, to the Plea- 
ſure and Advantage of all that heard him. 
Satisfied to embrace and teach others what he 
thought to be the Truth, he never ſervilely courted 
the Reputation and Character of what is called 
Orthodoxy, though he honoured and loved the 
Thing, ales with the Name, without it, or 
with a contrary one. He thought it a. /mal/ thing te 
ment. He thought it a ſordid 
Thing, to diſguiſe or difſemble his Sentiments, or 
to expreſs himſelf in fuch an ambiguous Mas 


that he might appear to be what ſome call Sound, 


when conſcious to himſelf that he was not ſo. He 
thought it impious, to ſacrifice Truth for the Re- 
curtis of holding it, and to purchaſe' the Ap- 
plauſe of a favourite Character by a Method, that 


would loſe him the better Character of an honeſt, 


upright Man. What Deteſtation have I heard 
him expreſs often times, in our friendly Hours of 
Converſe, of ſuch a Conduct! and if his Cenſures 


were ever ſevere, it was when he was cenſuring 
this Practice, which he thought abſolutely incon- 


ſiſtent with Simplicity and godly Sincerity. 
As a Preacher he had none that excelled him, few 


that equalled him. The Strength of his Judgment, 
. his Warmth of his Imagination (bappy Qua- 
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Kfications that ſeldom meet 3 made him 


equally capable of inſtructing and pleaſing ; and ſo 
| deep was the Vein of good Senſe that enriched him, 
ſo great the Copioulneſs of his Thought on fe- 
ligious and moral Arguments, that he uſed to 


complain to me, that the uſual Time allotted for 
publick Diſcourſes was ſo confined, as that he 
was often obliged to conclude, before he had ſaid 
almoſt any Thing upon his Subject, as the Nature 
of it required and deſerved. =» 

The Manner of his publick Inſtruction had me- 


thing in it peculiarly ſtriking and attractive. The 
Gravity, the graceful Solemnity of his Perſon, the 


Management, the Turn and Alterations and va- 
adencies in his Voice, which would have 


him all conſpired to ſecure Attention, to enforce 
the Things he ſpoke, and to awaken the beſt Af- 
fections in them that heard him. He appeared 
always to be in earneſt. What he ſpoke ſeemed 


the immediate Dictate of an Heart, ſtrongly im- 


preſs*d with the Belief of its Reality and Importance, 
and to flow from the fincereſt Deſires to bring Men 


to the Knowledge and Love of Gop, that hey 


"_ be ſaved. 

is Compolitions were laboured. and well ſtu- 
died, and as he himſelf more than once aſſured me, 
a large Part of every Week was allotted for that 
Service; » He made Conſcience of preparing for 
the Work of the Houſe of Gor, and durſt not 
bring into the Pulpit (where he looked upon him- 
{elf as ſtanding in Chriss Stead, to perſuade Sinners 


10 he reconcited to God) haſty, immature, undi- 
| geſted Productions, without Connection, Spirit, 


or Dignity, And indeed this was viſible in his 


whole Courſe of Preaching, in which he always 
appeared to have fo thorough a Knowledge of his 
| Sale, to treat it in 0 be a Manner, to 
8 cloath 


f (29 , 
N it with that delightful Poliſh of ene er 
ſo artfully to mix together the rational and pathetick, 
as evidently ſhewed that they were the real Produc- 
tions of much Thought and diligent Application. 

And indeed he was in this much to be blamed, 
as being guilty of a real Exceſs, for which I have 
taken the Liberty to reprove him; vi. too great 
an Aſſiduity in his Studies, and impairing his Con- 
ſtitution, and I believe increaſing the Seeds of the 
Diſorder, that frequently put him to ſuch exquiſite 
Pain, by an over ſedentary and thoughtful Life. 
But Peace be with his Memory! Tread ſoftly, 
Chriſtian, on his Grave! Forgive him this Exceſs. 
»Twas almoſt the only one he had, and there is 
but little Danger that the Influence of his Ex- 
ample will prove to any conſiderable Number of 
. thoſe who fo urvive him mortal. But with him the 
Improvement of his own Mind, and the Endea- 
vour'to be more extenſively uſeful in his Station, 
were really the Things that engaged his Heart, 
employed his Thoughts, ſecluded him too oſten 
from his Friends, and engroſſed, if poſſible, too 
much of his Attention and Time. 

His natural Diſpoſition had the Appearance of 
Reſerve, and I believe this was his conſtitutional 
Caſt of Mind. And I am apt to think twas in- 
creaſed in him by obſerving, in what the general 
Run of modern Converſation conſiſts. I have 
heard him reflect with a real Concern upon the 
low, trifling, unintereſting Subjects with which 
Men entertain one another in common Life; 
eſpecially when ſomething of an higher and 
more uſeful Nature might be expected from Mens 
Circumſtances, Stations and Characters in the 
World. The Truth is, that he thought human Na- 
ture not made for Trifles only, and he had an abſo- 
lute Hatred of Impertinence and Folly; and he there- 

fore choſe rather to * the undeſerved * 
ure 
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fare of a moroſe Ditoolicon, than to countenance 
by his Example, what he thought theWafie of Time, 


and too frequently the Abuſe of it. And though 


paiſibly it might have rendered him in ſome In- 
es a more agreeable Companion, had he ac- 


commodated himſelf more to he innocent Imperti- 
nencies of Converſation, for ſuch I think there are; 


yet Gravity and Reſerve of ent is in general 
more becoming the Miniſterial Character, and in 


- our late Friend may be the more eaſily overlooked, 


as it was not only natural, but in him the real Ex- 
— if an Exceſs, of ſuperiour Excellency and Virtue. 

But then there were Ti mes when he opened all 
his Treaſures, andVþare a noble Part in the Con- 
verſation of his Friends. If any Subject of Conſe- 
quenee came before him, any Debate in which 
Religion, Virtue, Learning were concern'd, aroſe z 
here he was as communicative as Heart could 
wiſh, entered into the Converſation with Spirit 


and Freedom, enlivened it by his good Senſe. 
and ſolid Reflections; all his Reſerve mae 


vaniſhed, and he inſtantly appeared the wiſe, the 


| wwe © and the agreeable Man that he 


really was. In many Converſations of this kind 
I — had the Pleaſure of a Share with him, and 
I know of no Man living that I would ſooner have 
conſulted upon any Queſtion of Difficulty than 
him, nor to whoſe Judgment I would have paid 
more Deference than his. And as he had a very 


clear Underſtanding, he had an happy Way of 


conveying his Sentiments, and cloathing them 
with the moſt caſy, proper and intelligible Man- 
wer of Expreſſion. 

He was one of the firſt Acquaintance that Pro- 
videnee kindly threw me into upon my firſt come- 


ing to the great City, and as our Friendſhip hath 


been growing for above thirty Years, 'twas never 


intetrupted but once; and (for which Reaſon only I 
mention n this Incident) ſoon renewed by a Diſcourſe 


of 


\ 
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of his at 7. unbridge-Walls, where we both-were, 
from James iii. 17. a Diſcourſe, which if Malice 


itſelf had attended to, muſt have made her deteſt 
her own Form, and have diſpoſed the moſt deep- 
ly reſenting Breaſt to return to the Pleaſures of 


Friendſhip and Love. It is commending myſelf 
when 1 farther add, that the more intimately I 
knew him, I the more reverenced him and loved 
him, and that every time I heard him from the 


Pulpit, I learned ſomething to make me either a 


' wiſer, or that ſtrongly diſpoſed me to become a 


better Man. T was indeed impoſſible to have 
any Degree of Acquaintance with him, without 
conceiving a very high Eſteem for him. Amon 

his own Brethren he was univerſally looked on as 


holding the firſt Rank in Merit. Nor did thoſe 
of the Eſtabliſnment, Who knew him, leſs value 


and honour him. He lived in Terms of con- 
ſtant Friendſhip with the Reverend and Worthy 


| Miniſter of this. Pariſh, of which I have heard 
our Friend ſpeak with Pleaſure ;. and I have good 


Reaſon to ſay that that Gentleman is amongſt thoſe 


- who truly regret his Death : and indeed wiſe and 
good Men, amongſt all Parties, are taught by 
their own good Senſe and Chriſtianity, not to con- 


fine either to any ſingle one, nor to like them the 


leſs in any one, upon account of thoſe leſſer Diffe- 


rences in external Circumſtances that are of no real 


Conſequence to either. 


He appeared through the whole of Life to be a 


Man 5 undiſſembled Piety, and as he firmly be- 
lieved and highly admired the Chriſtian Religion, 


well underſtood its Principles, and was thoroughly 


able to defend it; ſo it pleaſed Gop that, in the 
laſt Years of his Life eſpecially, he ſtood in need 
of thoſe Divine Conſolations, which the Doctrine 
of Chriſt alone is able to inſpire the Mind of Man 
i with, 2 Pains he endured were almoſt perpe- 


tual, 
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tual, and ſometimes ſa. ſevere as to be ſcarcely 


' tolerable; and yet in the midſt of the extreameſt 


Torture he betrayed no. Token of Impatience or 
Diſcontent with Gop's Diſpoſals, and: thoſe; ſharp 


Trials which he permitted this eminent Servant of 


His to be exerciſed with; ſetting him hereby as 
an exemplary Pattern of quiet Reſignation to Goo, 
to his Eee his Family and all his Acquaintance, 
and ſuffering the vile, the humble Body continu- 
ally to mortify and vex him, that the Reſt which 
remained for him might become more grateful, 
and the future Change of it fill him with a more 
exquiſite Joy, and cauſe him more abundantly to 
triumph in the Grace and Power of the "as he 
I ſhould not wonder if the Agonies he endured 


ſhould at Seaſons create ſome leſſer Degrees of 
eſpecially when they made him inca- 


Fretfulneſs, 
ö 1 of attending to his on Principles and 
Hopes. Tis ſcarce in Human Nature, when in 
ſuch Circumſtances of Diſorder, to avoid them; 
and they ſhould be placed, if any ſuch there were, 
to the Force of that Diſorder, «I, will be reckoned 
to it by all that know how. to. ſympathize with 
afflicted Goodneſs, and are not themſelves deſti- 
tute of the tender Sentiments of Humanity, goed 
Nature and Chriſtian Benevolence. 
In his laſt IIlneſs he behaved with a able For- 


; titude, Compoſure of Mind, and Submiſſion to the 
Will of Gov. 


He apprehended the Conſequence 
would be what it was; and when he felt the moſt 


racking and acute Pains, ſuppreſſed his own Com- 


plaints by ſay ing, by ſhould I complain? The Will 
God be done; and prayed, Lord leſs Pain, or grant 
me greater Patience ; ;. leaving the Determination 


to Gor: himlelf, as one. that had ſubdued his own 
Will into an intire Obedience to the Divine. No 
Wonder he could ſay in his laſt Hours, to thoſe 
. that were about him: 1 have examined myſelf to tbe 
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böttbmn; au ann all my Inper fackious l alt i 
Hght lauen God” and my Soul; recortimending} 


Religion and a ee, aith and Truſt in Gos 


to his mou ful Family 4' who: though the) are de- 
prived of the moſt 8 Friend will have! 
etre in 
his Name:; 


his many Excellenvies and Virtues to 
them the moſt Remembrance 
and the Pleaſure rally themſelvts, that his Re- 


putation and Charactet will ſurvive his Funcraly: | 8 
and ever be feſlected on to his arid their Fonoury =» 
rethainitig who knew the Man, 


whilſt rhere are any 
and ahderſtand How to value: eee nd dit 
guiſhed Merit. 6 
* Scat of kis — 


4 even wi —— coke pre 4. | 
Had his Life been lengthanedy 7 5 8 


intereſted Friends, 
it muſt have been protracted in continu] Miſery, 
and given a conſtant Diſtreſs to rhoſes who mar 
have had-a tender Share in all his Suffering. 

thus far their loſing him is to them alſo a Merey. 
Let them therefore comfort themſelves with this 
Thought: 


dam and Worth they ! onoured 
5 adden Gay 18 Wees The Trial of 
is Faith and Patience and Subrniſfio to GO 


is both ended and proved. He needs not their To 
"1 6 


Pity. He is above their C 
rejoice that he has entered into eternal Reſt. Let 
them be careful to act worthy their Relation to 
him, and his Children eſpecially never deviate 
from thoſe Principles he taught them, nor from 


| that Holineſs of Converſatibn, of which he was fo Beg. 
| will add to 
2 Father's Joy in I” 26. of the Reſurrection, 


unblameable an Example. Thus they 


. 


That the Huſband; the Father; the 
Friend they loved, the Man of Integrity, Wits: 
now ſuffers, . 
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